Ma’aseh Bereshis

Massoretic sources supporting a recent six-day meta-natural Creation event
By: Simcha Coffer

The following 35 sources outlined here are meant to demonstrate that our mesorah
unequivocally maintains that the world is a recent six-day meta-natural event which
culminated with a single man and a single woman who were the progenitors of all
mankind. Some of the sources demonstrate all of this, some are partial
demonstrations.

Before we begin, it might be instructive to clearly delineate the two shittos being
discussed here.

The Mainstream shita

The mainstream shita, as understood by my colleagues and I, is that the universe,
and all of its phenomena, was created 5767 years ago directly by Hashem via meta-
natural fiat in a literal six day period which culminated with the creation of a single
man and single woman who were the progenitors of all mankind. The creative
process was then suspended and the laws of nature fixed thus signifying the end of
creation.

Rabbi Slifkin’s shita

In order to reconcile the Torah’s narrative of maaseh bereishis with current scientific
enterprise, Rabbi Slifkin proposes that the sheshes yimey bereishis described in the
Torah are allegorical and refer to the spiritual infrastructure of creation. Hashem did
not create the world in a historic six day period, nor did he directly create the
phenomena in the universe. The species on earth were not created directly by
Hashem and there was no first man and first woman from whom the rest of mankind
descended. The same applies even to the great celestial bodies; even galaxies were
not formed directly by Hashem. Rather, what occurred was that Hashem created the
original mass and energy of the universe ex nihilo and attached certain laws of
nature to them. He then gave the universe a big shove and off it went to evolve
naturally over 13.7 billion years. The earth formed naturally 4.5 billion years ago, life
arose naturally over 1 billion years ago, the species on earth evolved naturally from
one common ancestor and eventually culminated with the astonishing, but natural,
appearance of mankind which evolved, naturally, from chimps. When mankind
reached the appropriate level of emotional and intellectual sensitivity, Hashem
‘ensouled’ all of mankind collectively as opposed to having ensouled only one man
and one woman originally. At this point mankind, as a species, was already a global
reality as opposed to beginning in one place and spreading across the continents.
Significantly, Rabbi Slifkin is not the first one to come up with such an idea. The
most recent permutation of this novelty was outlined in a book called Finding
Darwin’s God by cell biologist Ken Miller, a professor at Brown University and a
practicing Roman Catholic. However, what Rabbi Slifkin does do in his book is
attempt to couple this idea with Torah sources and fit it into the pesukim.

An ancillary idea to the one described above is that the flood was a local event and
did not wipe out all of the species on earth. Thus, the species we see today can be
understood within the framework of standard evolutionary processes. Presumably,
this also refers to mankind. Rabbi Slifkin delineates three sources for this idea in his



book Challenge, Rabbis Nadel, L Rakovsky and N.T. Hoffman (page 272, footnote
#2).

My purpose in outlining the above shittos is so the reader can then compare these
shittos with the ma’amarei Chazal | intend to quote and decide whether Rabbi
Slifkin’s views are indeed contrary to the material in Chazal or can be reconciled with
the material in Chazal.

Before we begin, | would like to dedicate several paragraphs to the actual pesukim
themselves.

The Torah
On the very first page of his thesis on the age of the universe, Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan
writes as follows:

“The question of the age of the universe has been discussed in Torah circles for more
than a century. The Torah seems to teach that the universe is no more than 6000
years old. Indeed, many would say that any opinion stating that the world is more
than six thousand years old must of necessity contradict the Torah. However, there
appears to be a great deal of observational evidence that the universe is much older
than six thousand years.”

Now this is quite a significant statement. Rabbi Kaplan admits that a naive reading of
the Torah yields a 6000 year universe and only a great deal of observational
evidence can possibly cause us to reconsider. The question is, which pesukim in
particular seem to indicate a recent literal 6 day creation? The answer is as follows:
(Please note: All translations in this paper are my own. For those wishing to see the
original quotes in Hebrew, they have been appended to this document in the form of
Endnotes)

1) “Remember the Shabbos to sanctify it. Six days you shall work..and on the
seventh, a resting day to Hashem your Lord...because in six days Hashem made the
heavens and the earth, the ocean and all which is contained within them, and rested
on the seventh day, therefore Hashem blessed the day of Shabbos and sanctified it”
(Shmos 20:8-11)*

2) “Six days shall work be done and on the seventh Shabbos...and biney yisrael shall
keep the Shabbos...for their generations, an everlasting covenant. For in six days
Hashem made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh He rested.” (Shmos
31:15-17)3

Commentary:

| bidavka stayed away from quoting the pesukim in maaseh bereishis as this would
be begging the question. The above pesukim are interspersed in the midst of a
decidedly non-allegorical context. Even Rabbi Slifkin would agree to that. Thus, a
plain reading of these pesukim would yield the conclusion that

a) the heavens (i.e. the vast endlessness of space)

b) the earth

¢) the oceans

d) all that is contained within them (i.e. within a, b & ¢)

was created directly by Hashem.

Like I mentioned initially, this is not a conclusive proof against Rabbi Slifkin’s shita
but, as Rabbi Kaplan states, the Torah seems to be quite clear regarding this issue.



One more comment before we proceed. The above two pesukim were quoted only to
demonstrate that the Torah seems to espouse a literal six day creation. They are not
an indication of recent creation.

3) “This is the account of the progeny of Adam — on the day that God created
mankind; he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female He created them,
and He blessed them and He called their name Man on the day they were created.
And Adam lived 130 years and he begot....Shes...and Shes lived 105 years and he
begot Enosh...and Enosh lived 90 years and he begot Kenan..and Kenan lived 70
years and he begot Mahalalel. And Mahalalel lived 65 years and he begot Yered. And
Yered lived 162 years and he begot Chanoch. And Chanoch lived 65 years and he
begot Mesushelach. And Mesushelach lived 187 years and he begot Lemech. And
Lemech lived 182 years and he begot a son. And he called him Noach...And Noach
was 500 years old and he begot Shem, Cham and Yefes..And it came to pass as
mankind began to multiply on the face of the earth...” (Bereishis 5)°

4) “These are the families of the descendants of Noach according to their generations
by their nations; and from these the nations branched out onto the earth” (Bereishis
10:32)*

Commentary:

a) The genealogy of all mankind seems to be listed here as the opening verse
testifies

b) It seems from the opening verse that this genealogy commences from the first
appearance of mankind on earth.

¢) If you do the math, there is a mere 1056 years between the creation of Adam and
the arrival of Noach

d) The final verse in # 3) concludes “And it came to pass as mankind began to
multiply on the face of the earth” which indicates that before this mankind was
relatively small in numbers

e) If we run through the same exercise from the birth of Noach to the birth of
Avraham (Bereishis 11:10-27) we will find a mere 892 years making the birth of
Avraham, in the year 1948, less than 2000 years from Adam

All this indicates that creation is recent and that man was created alone.
Furthermore, it indicates that all of mankind today are descendants of either Shem
Cham or Yefes.

Chazal

1) “Therefore, man was created alone (as opposed to all other species on earth
which were created in abundance), in order to teach us that anyone who destroys
(i.e. kills) a Jewish soul is as if he destroyed an entire world and anyone who
maintains a Jewish soul is as if he maintained the entire world...therefore everyone is
obligated to say (i.e. feel) that the world was created solely for me...” (Sanhedrin
37a)°

2) “Rabbi Yochanan bar Chanina stated: The (sixth) day consisted of twelve hours; in
the first hour, his (Adam’s) dust was gathered. In the second, he was made a form.
In the third, his organs were set. In the fourth, he was ‘ensouled’. In the fifth, he
stood on his feet. In the sixth, he named names (of all the animals). In the seventh,
he was paired with Chava. In the eighth, two mounted the bed and four descended.
In the ninth, he was commanded not to eat from the tree. In the tenth, he



corrupted. In the eleventh, he was judged and in the twelfth he was ejected and
went along his way...” (Sanhedrin 38b)°

3) “It was taught in a braysa, Rabbi Eliezer says, the world was created in Tishrei,
the avos were born in Tishrei, the avos died in Tishrei, Yitzchok was born on Pesach,
Sarah Rachel and Chana were ‘remembered’ on Rosh Hashanah, Yoseph was freed
from jail on Rosh Hashanah, our forefather’s slavery in Egypt was terminated on
Rosh Hashanah, in Nissan they were redeemed and in Tishrei they are destined to be
redeemed (once again).

Rabbi Yehoshua says, the world was created in Nissan, the avos were born in Nissan,
the avos died in Nissan, Yitzchok was born on Pesach, Sarah Rachel and Chana were
‘remembered’ on Rosh Hashanah, Yoseph was freed from jail on Rosh Hashanah, our
forefather’s slavery in Egypt was terminated on Rosh Hashanah, in Nissan they were
redeemed and in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed (once again).

We learned in a braysa, Rabbi Eliezer says: from whence do we know that the world
was created in Tishrei? For it states ‘and God said, let the earth sprout vegetation,
herbs which yield seeds, and trees bearing fruit’... Which is the month which the
earth yields vegetation and the fruit trees are full of fruit? You must say that this is
Tishrei. That time was the season of rainfall, and the rain came down and caused the
plants to sprout as it says, ‘and a mist went up from the earth’.

Rabbi Yehoshua says: from whence do we know that the world was created in Nisan?
For it states ‘and the earth brought forth vegetation, herbs yielding seeds after its
kind, and trees bearing fruit...” Which is the month in which the earth is full of
vegetation, and trees [begin to] produce fruit? You must say that this is Nissan. That
time was the period when cattle, beasts and fowls copulated with one another, as it
says, ‘the meadows clothe themselves with sheep etc.” And how does the other
explain (the text), ‘trees bearing fruit'? This signifies a blessing for future
generations. And what does the other make of the words ‘fruit-tree’? This is to be
explained in accordance with the dictum of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi for Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi said: All (creatures) of maaseh bereishis were brought into being
in their full stature (thus trees sprouted with fruits already on them — Rashi ad loc.),
with their full knowledge (i.e. in their perfect form — Rambam Moreh 2:30), and in
their full beauty (Tosfos ad loc.), as it says, ‘And the heaven and the earth were
completed and all of their hosts’ Read not hosts (tzi'va’am), rather their beauty
(tzivyonam).” (Rosh Hashanah 10b-11a)’

4) “On the 28" day of Elul, the sun and the moon were created” (Pirkey d’Rabbi
Eliezer 8:1)®

5) “It states ‘On the seventh month on the first of the month’: This is (to be
understood) as it states, ‘Hashem, your word forever remains suspended in the
heavens’. We learned in the name of Rabbi Eliezer, on the 25" day of Elul the world
was first created...” (Medrash Rabbah — Emor Chapter 29)°

6) “It states: ‘This is the day of the beginning of your handiwork, a remembrance to
the first day’. ‘This is day of the beginning of your handiwork’ refers to Rosh Hashana
which comes at the beginning of your handiwork; on the 25™ day of Elul the world
was first created...” (Pesikta Rabbasi 46:2)*°



7) “It states ‘Hashem, your word forever remains suspended in the heavens’. Rabbi
Eliezer taught, on the 25" day of Elul the world was first created...” (Pesikta d’Rav
Kahana 23:1)**

Commentary:

Before continuing, a quick comment is in order. When R. Eliezer states that the world
was created in Tishrei, he means that the culmination of creation, with the advent of
man, occurred on the first of Tishrei. Thus, the medrashim are not contradictory. The
first day of Creation was the 25" of Elul. The fourth day was the 28" of Elul upon
which the sun and moon were suspended in the heavens and the sixth day of
Creation was the first of Tishrei. More on this shortly. We proceed.

8) “And R. Yehuda said in the name of Rav: 10 things were created on the first day
(of Creation): Heaven and earth, tohu and vohu, light and darkness, wind and water
and the measurement of day and night (24 hours between the both — Rashi ad loc.)
The measurement of day and night — As it states, ‘and it was evening and it was
morning, one day’ (Chagiga 12a)*?

9) “The light that God created on the first day, Adam [was able to utilize it to] peer
from one end of the world to the next; these are the words of R. Yaakov. And the
sages say, it (this light) is synonymous with the heavenly luminaries (i.e. the sun
and moon) which were [actually] created on the first day but were not suspended
until the fourth.” (Chagiga 12a)*®

10) “And R. Yehuda said in the name of Rav: At the time that the Holy One blessed
be He created the world, it continued to expand like two clues of warp until the Holy
One blessed be He rebuked it and brought it to a standstill as it states ‘The pillars of
heaven trembled, and they became astonished at His rebuke’. And this accords with
what Rish Lakish stated: That which is written ‘I am El Shaddai’; I am the One Who
told My world — enough!**

11) “R. Yehuda and R. Nechemia. R. Yehuda says, “and the heavens and earth were
completed’ — in their time; “and all of their hosts’ — in their time. R. Nechemia
responded, but behold it states ‘These are the products of the heaven and the Earth
when they were created’ — this teaches us that that on that day (i.e. the first day)
they were created, on that day they yielded their produce. So he (R. Yehuda)
responded to him, but does it not state and it was evening and it was morning, the
first day, the second day, the third day, the fourth day, the fifth day, the sixth day?
Responded R. Nechemia, these (days) are analogous to reapers of figs (i.e. those
who plant figs reap them at different times due to the varying speeds of growth for
fig trees) . Each and every one (of the phenomena of creation) appeared in its own
time. R. Brechia, commenting on R. Nechemia’s statement, said: ‘And the earth
yielded’ — [this means, it yielded] produce which was [already] contained within it.”
(Medrash Rabbah — Bereishis 12:4)*°

12) “*And it was evening and it was morning, one day’ — Because from the time that
the Holy One blessed be He created darkness until it became light was 12 hours and
this is what is stated ‘and it was evening’. And from the time that it turned light until
nightfall was another twelve hours and this is what is stated ‘and it was morning’
(i.e. daytime).” (Medrash Lekach Tov Bereishis 1:5)*¢

Commentary:



The twelve quotes mentioned above clearly demonstrate that Chazal adhered to the
mainstream shita of the sheshes yimey bereishis. There are many more sources in
Chazal which are aligned with the “mainstream shita”. All one must do is open up a
Medrash Rabbah and this will become abundantly clear. However, twelve sources
should suffice to demonstrate my point. Nevertheless, | will append two more
sources which demonstrate that a literal and recent six day creation actually
possesses halachic ramifications!

13) “The first of Tishrei is Rosh Hashana for ‘years’ — of what halachic consequence is

this... [that] R. Zeira said, for [the] reckoning of cycles”.’

Commentary:
Tosfos (ad loc) explains the word tekufa here to apply to the molad and the tekufos.

Tekufos — The tekufos are reckoned according to the pre-Gregorian calendar which
reckons each tekufa as exactly 91 days, and 71/ 2 hours. This accords with the
Julian calendar and the amora Shmuel. So for instance, the halacha is that in the
Diaspora, we begin saying v’sein tal umatar I'vracha on the sixtieth day from yom
tekufas Tishrei (the halachic autumn — not to be confused with the autumnal
equinox) which, following R. Eliezer’s shita regarding Creation in conjunction with
Shmuel’s shita in the gemara, would fall out on December 5 (or December 4 in a
solar leap year). Tosfos goes on to explain that there is a vast difference between
the calculation of R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua as to when we begin reckoning the
tekufos which invariably results in a difference in halacha.

Molad halLevana — The molad has obvious ramifications in halacha. Tosfos explains
that the calendar is based on the assumption that the first Rosh Hashanah was on
the first of Tishrei, following R. Eliezer’s opinion. Adam was commanded in the ninth
hour and therefore the moon must have renewed exactly six hours prior to this.
Tosfos then goes on to make a complicated calculation regarding the virtual year
before Creation. What’s amazing is that if we calculate forward from this time to the
present, the current molad fits perfectly with this calculation! Furthermore, Chazal’'s
calculation of the time between one molad and the next is perfectly aligned with the
calculations made today by astronomers for the average synodic month! See
http://toriah.org/beriah/baharad.htm

14) “Rav Shmuel bar Yitzchok said: According to whom do we pray today (on Rosh
Hashanah) ‘This is the day, the beginning of your handiwork, a remembrance to the
first day’? According to Rabbi Eliezer who maintains that the world was created on
Tishrei™*®

This is another example of an halachic ramification of a literal six day creation. The
nusach we use in our Rosh Hashanah prayers is established based on R. Eliezer’s
opinion of maaseh bereishis.

In my opinion, the above 14 quotes prove conclusively that Chazal understood
maaseh bereishis k’pshuto. Let’s move on to the Rishonim.

The Rishonim

1) “And perhaps he will say; how can it be intellectually satisfactory to accept that
the age of the universe is no more than 4,693 years? We would respond that once
we establish in our minds that the world was created, it naturally follows that it had
a beginning. If we had been created in, say, the second century of Creation, would



we have doubted the veracity of a recent creation”? (R’ Saadia Gaon - -Emunos
V'deos Ma’aamr Rishon pg 74 Kapach Ed.)*°

2) “Kuzari King —This too is perplexing: Do you indeed possess a clear reckoning
from the creation of the world?

The Rabbi — Indeed! And only according to this count do we reckon. There is no
dispute amongst the Jews regarding this issue, from Kazzar to Ethiopia.

Kuzari King — And how much do you presently reckon from the creation of the world?

The Rabbi — 4,500 years and their details have been described to us from the days of
Adam and Shes and Enosh until Noach, and after that until Shem and Ever and from
them until Avraham etc.” (R. Yehuda halLevi — The Kuzari 1:44-47)%°

3) “And know that the days referred to in maaseh bereishis were, in the creation of
heaven and earth, literal days, composed of hours and minutes, and they were six,
just as our six days of the week, as the verses indicate. (Ramban — Bereishis 1:3)?*

4) “And God differentiated between the light and the darkness — 12 hours it was day
and after that twelve hours of night.” (Rashbam Bereishis 1:4)%

5) “And God differentiated between the light and the darkness — those days (i.e. the
first three days of creation) that the primordial light functioned were differentiated
by times of light and times of darkness without the sphere turning, only by the Will
of God who differentiated between times of light and times of darkness. (Soforno
Bereishis 1:4)%

6) “And God said, let there be light, and there was light — And perhaps the
luminescence of the firmament is what generated the light (on the first three days)
and the light was 12 hours and then disappeared ..to make one 24 hour period.”
(Radak Bereishis 1:4)**

7) “Know that He, may His name be blessed, caused all of reality to materialize into
existence during the six days of creation Himself, in His own Glory, and not through
the agency of nature, as opposed to the period which ensues after the six days of
creation in which Hashem, may His name be blessed, governs his creation via the
intermediary of nature.” (Maharal — Be’er haGola 4 pg. 83)%°

8) ‘The verses relating to the episode of creation testify six times ‘and it was evening
and it was morning’ such and such a day, how can any Torah person possibly
contradict these verses and say that there wasn’t a number of days or that there
wasn’t an evening and morning...” (Abarbanel Bereishis page 10-11)%°

9) “..and he claims that we should not accept the open testimony of the verses
which clearly exclaim six times, in relation to the order of the creation of the
creatures and their times, “and it was evening and it was morning”...this is
impossible to accept under any circumstances. Rather, it is clearly as we have
explained and the appearance of night and day is entirely true... (Akeidas Yitzchok —
Bereishis pg. 41)%’

Seven Quotes from the Rambam



1. When the Rambam discusses the grammatical connotation of the word va'yanach
in the dibra which relates to Shabbos (Shmos 20:10), the Rambam states as follows:

“[and the grammatical context of the word vayanach] is that [Hashem] caused
reality to perpetuate in the state that it existed on the seventh day. In other words,
every single day of the six days saw a process which caused new events to come into
existence, [a process] which transcends the fixed nature which currently obtains in
the universe in general (Moreh 1:67 - Kapach ed. pg. 111).%®

2. Along the same lines, the Rambam writes:

“From amongst the things that you must very much contemplate is that it (the
Torah) mentions the creation of man in the six days of creation and it states “He
created them male and female”. It concludes [the episode of] all of creation and
states “And the heavens and earth were completed and all of their hosts”. After this
it relates another beginning to the creation of [Adam and Chava and states that]
Chava [came] from Adam, and it mentions the tree of life and tree of knowledge,
and the story of the snake and what occurred, and it makes (i.e. establishes) that all
this occurred after Adam was placed in Gan Eden. All of the wise men, may their
memory be blessed, concur that this episode occurred on the sixth day [of creation]
and that nothing will change after the six days of creation, and therefore none of the
things from amongst those we mentioned [above] are distant (i.e. farfetched)
because the laws of nature were not crystallized as of yet.” (Moreh 2:30 - Kapach
ed. pg. 236)%°

3. The Rambam states in Moreh Nevuchim that every episode related in the Torah is
there for one of two purposes. Either it is there to reinforce a hashkafa which relates
to one of the fundamentals of the Torah, or it appears in the Torah as a form of tikun
olam, a societal infrastructure which facilitates harmony amongst mankind. If so,
asks the Rambam, what is the purpose of all the generations listed between Adam
haRishon and Avraham Avinu? Here’s the Rambam’s response:

“Since it is a fundamental doctrine of the Torah that the world is newly created and
that the first [human] creation was Adam and that the time which elapsed from
Adam to Moshe is approximately 2,500 years...etc.”*°

and the Rambam goes on to explain that anyone viewing such a diversified world
with so many inhabitants belonging to so many different cultures speaking so many
different languages spread out over such large geographical locations, might doubt
the recentness of creation and the fact that initially, only one man was created.
Therefore, the Torah goes out of its way to list the specific generations which
unfolded from Adam to Moshe, who their leaders were, what occurred to them, and
that they originally all spoke one language as one would expect from a society which
descended from one lone man (Moreh 3:50 - Kapach ed. pg 400)

4. When the Rambam discusses the mitzvah of shemita and yovel, he identifies the
precise historical year this mitzvah first took place as follows:

“When did they first start to count? 14 years after they entered the land...7 years
they were involved in conquering, seven years in dividing up the land...it therefore
turns out that on the two thousandth, five hundred and third year from the Rosh
Hashana of molad Adam haRishon, being the second year of creation (the first 5
days of creation were the last 5 days of the first virtual year of creation - see Rosh



haShana 8a Tosfos s.v. Litkufos), they started to count”. (Hilchos Shemitta v’Yovel
10:2)%

5. The Rambam on sheva mitvos binei Noach.

“Adam haRishon was commanded to keep six mitzvos...an additional one was added
to Noach...until Avraham came who was additionally commanded on milah and
davened tefilas shacharis. Yitzchok separated tithes and added another prayer
towards sundown. Yaakov added gid haNasheh and davened maariv. In Egypt,
Amram was commanded in some additional mitzvos until Moshe came at which point
the Torah was completed by him". (Hilchos Milachim 9:1)%

6. The Rambam quoting chazal.

“Man was created alone in order to teach the world that whoever destroys [i.e. kills]
a human life, it is as if he destroyed the entire world; and whoever maintains a
human life, it is as if he maintained the entire world. Behold, all of mankind is
created in the form of Adam haRishon and yet each person’s countenance is
dissimilar from his friend’s. Therefore, each and every person can say, ‘the world
was created specifically for me™”. (Hilchos Sanhedrin 12:3)33

7. The Rambam on the geographical significance of the altar.

“The geographical location of the mizbeach was extremely precise; it’s location is
never to be altered...It is a tradition in the hands of all that the place Dovid and
Shlomo built the mizbeach in Goren Arvinah is the same place that Avraham built the
mizbeach to which he tied Yitzchok. It is the place which Noach built upon when he
exited the ark. It is the mizbeach which Kayin and Hevel offered upon and Adam
haRishon sacrificed a korban when he was created. And from there he was created.
Our sages have said, ‘Adam was born from the dust located at the place of his
atonement’™. (Hilchos Beis haBechira 2:1-2)3*
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